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CONFIDENTIAL HONG KONG 1662 
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SUBJECT: NORWEGIAN INTEREST IN VIETNAMESE PETROLEUM DEVELOPMENT 

1 . DR. JAN-OLAF WILT JIMS OF THE SAGA PETROLEUM AS & CO- 
OSLO, VISITED FIRST NATIONAL CITY BANK, HONG KONG, IN EARLY 
FEBRUARY TO DISCUSS PLANNED NORWEGIAN EFFORTS TO ASSIST THE 
VIETNAMESE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR PETROLEUM RESOURCES. 
ACCORDING TO A CITIBANK OFFICIAL, DR. WILLUMS EXPLAINED 
THAT THE NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT HAD SET ASIDE FOR 1976-77 
80 MILLION KRONER (U.S. $1.00 EQUALS 5.5 NORWEGIAN KRONER) 

FOR DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE FOR VIET-NAM, AND HIS COMPANY 
WAS BEING PROVIDED A PORTION OF THESE FUNDS FOR TECHNICAL 
SERVICES IN PETROLEUM DEVELOPMENT IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA. 

WILLUMS CLAIMED HE RECENTLY VISITED U.S. OIL FIRMS (NO 
NAMES MENTIONED) IN AN EFFORT TO OBTAIN U.S. EXPLORATION 
DATA ON VIET-NAM BUT WAS TOLD THAT ALL THE MATERIALS HAD 
BEEN DESTROYED DURING THE U.S. PULL-OUT (A STORY THAT HE 
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IS ONLY INTERESTED IN PROVIDING TECHNICAL SERVICES IN 
VIETNAMESE POL DEVELOPMENT AND HAS NO PLANS TO SHARE IN 
PRODUCTION AND SALES OPERATIONS. 

2. WILLUMS HOPED CITIBANK COULD ASSIST IN ORGANIZING AND 
FINANCING A WESTERN OIL GROUP TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROJECT 
WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF SHARING WITH THE VIETNAMESE IN 
PRODUCTION. WILLUMS WAS REFERRED TO AN OFFICIAL OF THE 
ASIA PACIFIC CAPITAL CORPORATION (A JOINT MERCHANT BANK 
VENTURE OF CITIBANK AND FUJI BANK) WHO ADVISED HIM THAT 
VIET-NAM WAS OUT OF THEIR SPHERE OF OPERATIONS BUT THAT, 
BASED ON PRESS REPORTS, SOME BANKS CONNECTED WITH THE 
JAPANESE GOVERNMENT MIGHT HELP HIM. 

3. WILLUMS DEPARTED HONG KONG FOR PEKING WHERE HE WAS 
TO JOIN THREE NORWEGIAN OFFICIALS AND GO ON TO HANOI FOR 
DISCUSSIONS ON THE PROJECT. HE TOLD CITIBANK HE WOULD 
ATTEMPT TO SEEK JAPANESE FINANCING THROUGH DIPLOMATIC 
(PRESUMABLY NORWEGIAN) CHANNELS IN TOKYO. 

CROSS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, PETROLEUM RESERVES, VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: coburnhl 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976HONGK01662 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: X2 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760055-0647 
From: HONG KONG 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760252/aaaabsxy.tel 

Line Count: 81 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: coburnhl 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <22 APR 2004 by greeneet>; APPROVED <10 AUG 2004 by coburnhl> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NORWEGIAN INTEREST IN VIETNAMESE PETROLEUM DEVELOPMENT 
TAGS: ENRG, EWWT, OTRA, NO, VN, SAGA PETROLEUM AS & CO, (WILLUMS, JAN-OLAF) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



